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RCI MODEL RULES COMMITTEE 
PETITION FOR NEW RULE OR CHANGE TO EXISTING 

RULE 
 

 
Your Contact  Information: 

 
Name:  Douglas L Moore 

Organization:  Washington Horse Racing Commission 

Address:  6326 Martin Way, Suite 209 Olympia WA 98516 

Phone(s):  360-459-6462 

Fax #:  360-459-6461 

E-mail Address:  doug.moore@whrc.state.wa.us 

 
A. Brief Description of the Issue 
 As the industry attempts to regulate the use of the riding crop, it leads to the discussion that has 
attempted to define what a "chance to respond" actually means. Following the model rules 
committee meeting at Saratoga, an ARCI subcommittee, working with the Jockey's Guild and 
ROAP, has drafted language in the hopes of giving each board of stewards working a race meet 
guidance in what to may be considered a "chance to respond". 

 
B. Discussion of the Issue and Problem 

Provide background on the issue to build context. Address the following: 
� What specific problems or concerns are involved in this  issue? 

When stewards are looking at possible abuse of the riding crop, when the discussion 
comes to is a jockey giving a horse a "chance to respond" to the riding crop, the 
proposed language would offer the stewards a working point to determine if the use 
was appropriate or abusive. 

� Who does the issue affect? 
All licensed jockeys, owners, trainers, regulators, and the wagering public. 

� What existing model rules relate to this  issue? 
ARCI 010-035 Running of the race 

� Provide relevant quantitative or statistical information if possible. 

Please submit this petition via email to rules@arci.com. Submissions received within 45 
days of the next committee meeting will only be considered at that meeting at the discretion 
of the President or Chair of the Model Rules Committee. Printed petitions should be sent to: 

Racing Commissioners 
International 1510 Newtown  
Pike, Suite 210 

  Lexington, KY 40511 Phone: 
859/224-7070 



2  

C. Possible Solutions and Impact 
Provide possible recommendations to solve the problem. Include details on each 
proposed solution such as 

� What solution does this proposal provide? 
� How will the solution fix the  problem? 

Standardize language for "chance to respond" 
� How will the change affect any entities or  stakeholders? 

Having all stewards addressing crop usage will be a positive for public perception of 
the industry in the treatment of the equine athlete.  

� How will you or your organization be affected by the proposed  change? 
N/A 

� What are the benefits of the proposed change? 
Adoption of standard language would ensure stewards would be starting from the same 
standards when determining possible abuse of the crop. 

� What are the possible drawbacks of the proposed  change? 
None 

� Identify possible fiscal impact of the recommended change. 
D. Please identify any affected stakeholder groups that expressed support or opposition. 
(These stakeholders may include the racetracks, breed registries, owners, trainers, jockeys, 
veterinarians, or others.) 

� For those stakeholder groups that have expressed an opinion, please list the points 
on which they agree or disagree, and the arguments they have expressed. 

� Are there any affected stakeholder groups that have not been consulted on this 
proposal? 

� Please submit any formal letters of support or opposition by stakeholder  groups. 

E. Attach the model rule language you are proposing. Please show new language with 
underlined text. If you are proposing that current model rule language be eliminated, 
please strikeout the language to be deleted. 

 See page 3 
F. Do any racing jurisdictions currently have a version of this rule in effect? If yes, please 
attach copies of those rules. 

 
G. Review the RCI Model Rules and identify any other Model Rules this change would 
affect and submit proposed amendments to those rules to comply with changes that would 
be made by this proposal. 
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ARCI-010-035 Running of the Race 
 
*** 
E.  Post-to-Finish 
 
       *** 

(7)  Use of the Riding Crop 
 
        *** 
 (f) All riders should comply with the following when using a riding crop: 

     (A)  Showing the horse the riding crop and giving it time to respond before hitting it; 
     (B)  Having used the riding crop, giving the horse a chance to respond before using it again; 
             (i) “Chance to respond” is defined as one of the following actions by a jockey: 
        1.  Pausing the use of the riding crop on their horse before resuming again; OR 
        2.  Pushing on their horse with a rein in each hand keeping the riding crop in the up or down 
             position; OR 
        3.  Showing the horse the riding crop without making contact; OR 
         4.  Moving the riding crop from one hand to the other.  
     (C)  Using the riding crop in rhythm with the horse’s stride. 
 
        (g) *** 
 

 
 
 

 


