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RCI MODEL RULES COMMITTEE 
PETITION FOR NEW RULE OR CHANGE TO EXISTING  

 
Your Contact Information: 

 

Name:  Cathy O’Meara 

Organization:  ROAP Stewards’ Advisory Committee 

Address:  821 Corporate Drive, Lexington, KY 40503 

Phone(s):  859-224-2702 

Fax #:  859-296-3033 

E-mail Address:  comeara@jockeyclub.com or contactus@horseracingofficials.com  

 

A. Brief Description of the Issue 

The below rule proposals are carryover items which were not discussed or tabled during the 

2018 ARCI Model Rules meeting in Tucson, AZ this past December. Each section has been 

separated out for ease of review.  

 

B. Discussion of the Issue and Problem 

The below rule proposals are mostly clean up with a few modifications to bring the rules 

more in line with actual practices and/or industry standards.  

Proposal A: ARCI 006-015 Steward D.7 

 This proposal was discussed and tabled at the ARCI December 2018 meeting 

 

 Proposals not previously discussed 

 

 Proposal B: ARCI 006-15 Stewards I. Records and Reports 

 This proposal outlines the aspects to be included in the steward’s report and updates 

the steward’s list section to ‘start’ not ‘enter’ 

 

 Proposal C: ARCI 006-030 Paddock Judge 

 This proposal clarifies who is responsible for saddling a horse in the paddock and 

updates the paddock judge list to ‘start’ not ‘enter’ 

 

Please submit this petition via email to rules@arci.com. Submissions received within 45 days 

of the next committee meeting will only be considered at that meeting at the discretion of the 

President or Chair of the Model Rules Committee. Printed petitions should be sent to: 

Racing Commissioners International  

1510 Newtown Pike, Suite 210 

Lexington, KY 40511  

Phone: 859/224-7070 

mailto:comeara@jockeyclub.com
mailto:contactus@horseracingofficials.com
mailto:rules@arci.com
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 Proposal D: ARCI 006-050 Starter 

 This proposal clarifies the reporting requirement and aspects of the starter’s list, 

gate card requirement and assistant starter actions. 

 

 Proposal E: ARCI 006-065 Placing Judge 

 This proposal clarifies aspects of calling a dead heat.  

C. Possible Solutions and Impact 

Most of the proposals are clarifications to the existing rules  

 

D. Please identify any affected stakeholder groups that expressed support or opposition. 

(These stakeholders may include the racetracks, breed registries, owners, trainers, jockeys, 

veterinarians, or others.) 

The proposed changes are supported by the majority of regional representatives on the ROAP 

Stewards’ Advisory Committee.   

 

E. Attach the model rule language you are proposing. Please show new language with 

underlined text. If you are proposing that current model rule language be eliminated, 

please strikeout the language to be deleted. 

 

See below 

 

F. Do any racing jurisdictions currently have a version of this rule in effect? If yes, please 

attach copies of those rules.  

G. Review the RCI Model Rules and identify any other Model Rules this change would 

affect and submit proposed amendments to those rules to comply with changes that would 

be made by this proposal. 

 

 
 
 

FILING THIS REQUEST WITH RCI DOES NOT GUARANTEE YOUR PROPOSAL WILL BE 

CONSIDERED BY THE MODEL RULES COMMITTEE. IF YOU HAVE OPPOSITION FROM AN 

INTERESTED PARTY, YOU ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO TRY TO  REACH  CONSENSUS 

PRIOR TO FILING THIS FORM. 



FLAT RACING OFFICIALS - CHAPTER 6 

ARCI-006-015 Stewards 

D. Disciplinary Action 

(1) ... 

(7) The stewards may impose any of the following penalties on a licensee for a violation of 

these rules: 

a. issue a written reprimand or warning; 

b. assess a fine; 

b.c. assess Multiple Medication Violation points; 

c.d. require forfeiture or redistribution of purse or award, when specified by applicable 

rules; 

d.e. place a licensee on probation; 

e.f. suspend a license or racing privileges; 

f.g. revoke a license; or 

g.h.exclude from grounds under the jurisdiction of the Regulatory Authority. 

(8) The stewards may suspend a license for not more than one five year per violation; or they 

may impose a fine not to exceed $2,50010,000 per violation; or they may suspend and fine; 

or they may or order that a person be ineligible for licensing unless specified in other 

sections of these rules. 

Proposal A



FLAT RACING OFFICIALS - CHAPTER 6 

ARCI-006-015 Stewards 

I. Records and Reports 

(1) The stewards shall prepare a daily report, on in a format approved by the Regulatory 

Authority, detailing their actions and observations made during each day's race program.  

The report shall should contain the name of the racetrack, the date, the weather and track 

conditions, scratches, horses sent to the test barn, horses euthanized or died on association 

grounds, vanned off horses, program changes, claims, inquiries, and objections, and any 

unusual circumstances or conditions and any other information required by the Regulatory 

Authority.  The report shall be signed by each steward, and be filed with the Regulatory 

Authority not later than 24 72 hours after the end of each race day and made available to the 

public including posting to the regulator authority and/or association website(s). 

(2) The presiding steward shall maintain a detailed log of the stewards' official activities.  The 

log shall describe all questions, disputes, protests, complaints, or objections brought to the 

attention of the stewards and all interviews, investigations and rulings made by the 

stewards.  The log shall be available at all times for inspection by the Regulatory Authority 

or its designee. 

(3) Not later than seven days after the last day of a race meeting, the presiding steward shall 

submit to the Regulatory Authority a written report regarding the race meeting.  The report 

shall contain: 

(a) the stewards' observations and comments regarding the conduct of the race meeting 

and the overall conditions of the association grounds during the race meeting; and 

(b) any recommendations for rule changes, and protocols for the regulation of the race 

meeting; and 

(b)(c) any recommendations for improvement by the association or action by the 

Commission.Regulatory Authority. 

J. Stewards' List 

(1) The stewards shall maintain a Stewards' List of the horses which are ineligible to be 

enteredstart in a race because of poor or inconsistent performance or behavior on the 

racetrack that endangers the health or safety of other participants in racing. 

(2) The stewards may place a horse on the Stewards' List when there exists a question as to the 

exact identification or ownership of said horse. 

(3) A horse which has been placed on the Stewards' List because of inconsistent performance 

or behavior, may be removed from the Stewards' List when, in the opinion of the stewards, 

the horse can satisfactorily perform competitively in a race without endangering the health 

or safety of other participants in racing. 

(4) A horse which has been placed on the Stewards' List because of questions as to the exact 

identification or ownership of said horse, may be removed from the Stewards' List when, in 

the opinion of the stewards, proof of exact identification and/or ownership has been 

established. 

Adopted in Version 1.4 ARCI 8/27/02 NAPRA 10/2/02 

Version 3.1 to 3.2 ARCI 12/9/04 NAPRA 12/9/04: Amended new rule language 

Proposal B



Version 3.2 to 3.3 ARCI 12/7/05: Added and deleted rule language 

Proposal B



FLAT RACING OFFICIALS - CHAPTER 6 

ARCI-006-030 Paddock Judge 

A. General Authority 

The paddock judge shall: 

(1) … 

(5) ensure that the saddling of all horses is done by or under the direct supervision of the trainer 

listed in the daily racing program or the trainer’s licensed assistant trainer, unless prior 

approval has been granted by the stewards; and is orderly, open to public view, free from 

public interference, and that horses are mounted at the same time, and leave the paddock for 

the post in proper sequence; 

(6) … 

B. Paddock Judge's List  

a. The paddock judge shall maintain a list of horses which shall not be entered 

allowed to start in a race because of poor or inconsistent behavior in the paddock 

that endangers the health or safety of other participants in racing. 

b. At the end of each race day, the paddock judge shall provide a copy of the List to 

the stewards. 

c. To be removed from the paddock judge's List, a horse must be schooled in the 

paddock and demonstrate to the satisfaction of the paddock judge and the 

stewards that the horse is capable of performing safely in the paddock. 

Adopted in Version 1.4 ARCI 8/27/02 NAPRA 10/2/02 

Version 4.0 to 4.1: New rule language added 

Proposal C



FLAT RACING OFFICIALS - CHAPTER 6 

 

ARCI-006-050 Starter 

A. General Authority 

The starter shall: 

(1) have complete jurisdiction over the starting gate, the starting of horses and the authority to 

give orders not in conflict with the rules as may be required to ensure all participants an 

equal opportunity to a fair start; 

(2) appoint and supervise assistant starters who have demonstrated they are adequately trained 

to safely handle horses in the starting gate.  In emergency situations, the starter may appoint 

qualified, licensed individuals to act as substitute assistant starters; 

(3) ensure that at least one assistant starter is available for each horse in a race; 

(4) assign the starting gate stall positions to assistant starters and notify the assistant starters of 

their respective stall positions not more than 10 minutes before post time for the race; 

(5) assess the ability of each person applying for a jockey's or exercise rider’s license in 

breaking from the starting gate and working a horse in the company of other horses, and 

shall make said assessment known to the stewards; and 

(6) load horses into the gate in any order deemed necessary to ensure a safe and fair start. 

(7) Immediately report to the stewards any false starts, impeded starts or unfair starts; and  

(7)(8) Shall maintain and database detailed reports of the schooling and behavior at and in the 

starting gate of all horses coming under his supervision.. 

B. Assistant Starters 

With respect to an official race, the assistant starters shall not: 

(1) handle or take charge of any horse in the starting gate without the expressed permission of 

the starter; 

(2) impede the start of a race; 

(2)(3) ear a horse with anything other than a gloved hand; 

(3)(4) apply a whip or other device, with the exception of steward-approved twitches, to assist 

in loading a horse into the starting gate; 

(4)(5) slap, boot or otherwise dispatch a horse from the starting gate;  

(5)(6) strike or use abusive language to a jockey; or  

(6)(7) accept or solicit any gratuity or payment other than his/her regular salary, directly or 

indirectly, for services in starting a race. 

C. Starter's List 

No horse starting for the first-time shall be permitted to start in a race unless prior written 

approval (gate card) is given by the an official starter certifying the proper schooling in and 

successful breaking from the starting gate.  The starter shall maintain a Starter's List of all horses 

which are ineligible to be entered in any race because of poor or inconsistent behavior or 

Proposal D



performance in the starting gate.  Such horse shall not be permitted to start in a race refused entry 

until it has demonstrated to the starter that it has been satisfactorily schooled in the gate and can 

be removed from the Starter's List.  Schooling shall be under the direct supervision of the starter. 

D. Report Violations 

The starter and assistant starter shall report all unauthorized activities to the stewards. 

Adopted in Version 1.4 ARCI 8/27/02 NAPRA 10/2/02 

Amended Version 4.8 to Version 4.9 ARCI Board 7/27/11 Notification of unfairness of start to Stewards   

Proposal D



FLAT RACING OFFICIALS - CHAPTER 6 

 

ARCI-006-065 Placing Judge 

A. General Authority 

The placing judges shall determine the order of finish in a race as the each horse’s nose passes 

the finish line, and with the approval of the stewards, may display the results on the totalizator 

board. 

B. Photo Finish 

(1) In the event the placing judges or the stewards request a photo of the finish, the photo finish 

sign shall be posted on the totalizator board. 

(2) Following their review of the photo finish, the placing judges shall, with the approval of the 

stewards, determine the exact order of finish for all horses participating in the race, and 

shall immediately post the numbers of the first four finishers on the totalizator board. 

(3) In the event a photo was requested, the placing judges shall cause a photographic or digital 

print of said finish to be produced.  The finish photograph or digital print shall, when 

needed, be used by the placing judges as an aid in determining the correct order of finish. 

(4) Upon determination of the correct order of finish of a race in which the placing judges have 

utilized a photographic or digital print to determine the first four finishers, the placing 

judges shall cause prints of said photograph or digital print to be displayed publicly on the 

on-track television monitors and be provided to simulcast outlets. 

C. Dead Heats 

(1) In the event the placing judges determine that two or more horses finished the race 

simultaneously and cannot be separated as to their order of finish, a dead heat shall, with 

the approval of the stewards, be declared. 

(2) In the event a hidden nose cannot be determined with confidence by the placing judges with 

the approval of the stewards, a dead heat shall be declared.  

(2)(3) In the event one or more of the first four finishers of a race are involved in a dead heat, 

the placing judges shall post the dead heat sign on the totalizator board and cause the 

numbers of the horse or horses involved to blink on the totalizator board. 

Adopted in Version 1.4 ARCI 8/27/02 NAPRA 10/2/02 

Proposal E




